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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1538 

CINCLANT AND CINCPAC FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS ETRN SO UR CH 

SUB J : BLOC SHIPPING 

REF: MOGADISCIO 1238 

1. REGRET THAT LEAVES, TRANSFERS, ETC. PREVENTED POST FROM 
MONITORING SHIPPING DURING PERIOD SEPT. 1 - OCT. 8. MONITORING 
NOW REESTABLISHED. (IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
ADDRESSEES' CONFIRMATION THAT THESE REPORTS ARE USEFUL AND AP 
PROXIMATE BI-WEEKLY SUBMISSION IS SATISFACTORY FREQUENCY.) 

2. SOVIET SHIPPING. SOVIET MERSHIPS AVOIDED MOGADISCIO DURING 
JULY AND FIRST THREE WEEKS OF AUGUST, PERIOD WHEN SW MOONSOON 
MAKES CARGO HANDLING VERY DIFFICULT IN MOGADISCIO'S EXPOSED 
ROADSTEAD. DURING NEXT SIX WEEKS (AUGUST 27 - OCT. 17) SOVIET 
MERSHIPS APPEARED IN LARGE NUMBERS. WE ESTIMATE 8 - 12 SOVIET 
SHIPS CALLED HERE: AT ONE TIME IN EARLY SEPTEMBER THERE WERE 
FOUR SOVIET SHIPS UNLOADING. ONE VESSEL CARRYING NUMBER OF LARGE 
CRATES ON DECK CALLED FOR ONLY 36 HOURS IN MID-SEPTEMBER. IN 
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FISHING FLEET WERE IN ACHORAGE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. AS OF 
OCTOBER 16, THERE WAS ONE SOVIET MERSHIP AT ANCHOR, BORIS 
GORBATOV, WHICH ARRIVED DURING WEEK OF OCTOBER 1. 

3. CHINESE VESSELS. BOTH CHICOM AND NORTH KOREANS (WHO USUALLY 
SHIP IN CHARTERED POLISH VESSELS) HAVE AVOIDED MOGADISCIO DURING 
SUMMER. WE WOULD EXPECT THAT CHINESE WILL SCHEDULE VESSEL SOON 
TO SUPPLY CONSUMER GOODS, AND EQUIPMENT FOR ROAD AND OTHER 
PROJECTS. 

KIRK 
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